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City Policewomen Charges N.J. Inn Keeper with Bias
 
Maple Shade, N.J. - A Philadelphia police women, together with a social worker, and two college 
students, lodged complaints against a cafe proprietor of this borough early Monday morning for 
violation of the state's civil rights act when he allegedly refused to serve them and became 
abusive. The man, Ernest Nickles, proprietor of Mary's Cafe on Rt. S-41 and Main St., was also 
charged with brandishing a gun and using obscene language.
 
Mrs. Pearl Smith, the police women, of 735 N. 40th St. Philadelphia, and Miss Doris Wilson, 
same address, a Philadelphia child care worker, in company of Michael King, Atlanta, Ga., and 
Walter McCall of South Carolina, students of Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, Pa., entered 
the place, they said, and asked to be served, According to statements made to Dr. Ulysses 
Wiggins, President of the state conference of Branches of the NAACP, they were ordered out by 
Nickles.
 
When they did not leave, the man allegedly ran in the back and obtained a gun which he fired in 
the air out the front door, saying, "I would kill for less than this.”
 
The group said several white patrons in the place attempted to calm the man and asked that the 
negroes be served. According to the police woman and her companions, these people 
volunteered to appear against Nickles should they press charges.
 
Leaving the establishment complaints were filed at police headquarters. The police were said to 
have obtained the gun from the man when he was taken to the police station. At a hearing held 
Monday morning Nickles appeared with his attorney, a Mr. McGann of Moorestown who asked 
for a continuation of the hearing. Thursday evening was set by Municipal Judge Percy Charlton.
 
Robert Burke Johnson of the legal staff, of the NAACP, was contacted by Boyd Eatmon 
president of the Burlington County Branch. Not familiar with the legal procedure in New Jersey, 
the offended visitors, all highly reputable persons, were put in contact with Dr. Wiggins by the 
Rev. Lloyd A. Burrus, pastor of the Zion Baptist Church, Camden.  Rev. Burrus was called by the 
men, both of whom were his schoolmates at Crozer Seminary. King and McCall are in this 
section to assist Dr. Ira DeA. Reid with summer work at Haverford College.
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         Pearl E. Smith is to the far right.  
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Parting the Waters
By Taylor Branch



The name deleted is Pearl.














